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Agricultural Research Service

United States Department of Agriculture

Research, Education and Economics
February 13, 2008
Dear Stakeholder,
In response to your request that you be kept informed of developments that affect the research program at the Pasture Systems and Watershed Management Research Unit at University Park, Pennsylvania, I regret to inform you that the University Park location is one of 11 Agricultural Research Service (ARS) locations and work sites slated to close in order to meet proposed budget reductions. 

The President’s proposed fiscal year (FY) 2009 budget for ARS represents a net decrease of 7.5 percent from the current year funding. Unless Congress acts to restore the $4.42 million allocation in support of the University Park location, the entire research program will be terminated and all 45 scientist and support staff positions will be abolished.

The research program at University Park seeks to develop profitable and sustainable animal, crop, and bioenergy producing enterprises while maintaining the quality of ground and surface waters. The loss of this research unit would end cutting edge research on nutrient management, forage and grazing land management, water quality, integrated farming systems, and bioenergy cropping systems for the northeastern U.S.
Flat funding, inflationary and rising research costs, along with aging facilities have been the reasons cited for the closure of research units. As a testament to the value placed on the research program at University Park, stakeholders have proposed a budget increase of $600,000 for research on reducing the environmental impacts and improving the profitability of grazing farms. However, in the four preceding budget cycles, this new initiative has not made it through the House or Senate to the final USDA appropriation. 
Clearly, stakeholder support and Congressional budgetary action in the coming weeks are critical to sustaining and fully funding the University Park location. If you have questions or require more information in regard to this matter, please respond to me directly at 814/865-3158 or kathy.soder@ars.usda.gov or contact Ray Bryant, Research Leader, at 814/863-0923 or ray.bryant@ars.usda.gov .
Sincerely,
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Kathy Soder

[image: image1.wmf]
North Atlantic Area  Pasture Systems & Watershed Management Research Unit

Building 3702, Curtin Road  University Park, PA 16802-3702, USA

Voice: 814 865-3158  FAX: 814 863-0935  E-mail: Kathy.soder@ars.usda.gov

